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L A W N  A L T E R N A T I V E S

INSTALL COST $$$  (SOD) to $  (SEED)
$1.90- $3/SY           $1/SF OR LESS

$$
$1/SF OR LESS

$$  (SEED) to $$$  (PLUGS)
$1/SF OR LESS          $4-6/PLUG

$$ 
$.10-.13/SF 

ESTABLISHMENT 
TIME

FAST 
INSTANT (SOD) TO 2-3WKS (SEED)

MODERATE 
2–3 WEEKS TO GERMINATE, 1ST YEAR TO 
ESTABLISH

MODERATE 
1 YEAR GROWTH, 2-3YR TO MATURE

SLOW 
3-5 YRS TO ESTABLISH FULLY

LONG TERM 
MAINTENANCE

HIGH 
(FREQUENT MOWING, WATERING, 
FERTILIZING)

LOW
(1–2 MOWS/YEAR, LOW LONG-TERM 
WATER)

MEDIUM 
(OCCASIONAL MOWING, MINIMAL 
CHEMICALS)

VERY LOW 
(MINIMAL MOWING, NO IRRIGATION/
FERTILIZER)

10YR COST $$$ $ $ $

WATER USE               HIGH           MODERATE         LOW                LOW

POLLINATOR 
VALUE

         NONE  LOW          MODERATE                                    HIGH

GENERAL 
BENEFITS

	+ Instant curb appeal (with 
sod)

	+ Ideal  for high-traff ic  areas 
and play

	+ Easy to f ind and instal l

	+ Famil iar  appearance

	+ Very low maintenance (1–2 
mows/year)

	+ Drought-tolerant and shade-
fr iendly

	+ Soft ,  f ine texture

	+ Reduces noise and mowing 
pol lut ion

	+ Supports pol l inators l ike 
bees and butterf l ies

	+ Includes f lowering species 
(e.g. ,  c lover,  sel f -heal )

	+ Sti l l  funct ions as a lawn

	+ Less mowing and water ing 
than turfgrass

	+ Excellent for  biodivers i ty 
and wi ldl i fe habitat

	+ Very drought-tolerant once 
establ ished

	+ Low maintenance after 
establ ishment

	+  Improves soi l  health and 
carbon sequestrat ion

5 / 2 0 2 6



T R A D I T I O N A L 
T U R F

N O - M O W
F E S C U E

B E E - L A W N N A T I V E 
S E E D I N G

ADDITIONAL 
RESOURCES

Prair ie Nursery- No Mow 
Resources
(https://www.prair ienursery.
com/resources-guides/no-mow-
resources/)

UMN Extension: Planting & 
Maintaining a Bee Lawn
(https://extension.umn.edu/
landscape-design/plant ing-and-
maintaining-bee-lawn)

Shooting Star Native Seed- 
Restoration Guidel ines 
(https://www.
shootingstarnat iveseed.com/about-
nat ives/restorat ion-guidel ines/)

Tallgrass Prair ie Restoration 
Center- Landowner Resources
(https://tal lgrassprair iecenter.org/
prair ie-farms/resources- landowners-
and-pract i t ioners)

UMN Extension: Planting and 
Maintaining a Prair ie Garden
(https://extension.umn.edu/
plant ing-and-growing-guides/
plant ing-and-maintaining-prair ie-
garden)

L E A R N  M O R E  A B O U T  T R A N S F O R M I N G 
Y O U R  L A W N !
C h e c k  o u t  m o r e  c o o l  i n f o  f r o m  t h e 
r e t h i n k i n g  l a w n s  p r o j e c t !

https://rethinkinglawns.com/
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